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Barbara Tyrell Retires
Barbara Tyrrell retired from her position as Executive Director of Fun Time Early
Childhood Academy in early February.
Fun Time is grateful for Barbara’s six years of service to the school and all that she
accomplished during that period. She worked diligently to enhance our program
offerings and maintain our high certiﬁcation rankings. We especially appreciate the
broad range of plans that she implemented during COVID-19, enabling us to open
the school last August amidst the pandemic.
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All at Fun Time wish Barbara well!

"She did a wonderful job instituting new and enhanced programs at the
Academy. She deserves our gratitude for six years of exceptional service.
Thank you, Barbara."
~ Ann Olson, Fun Time Academy Board Chair

Introducing Marsha McDonough,
Interim Executive Director
As we conduct a national search for a new
Executive Director, we welcome interim ED
Marsha McDonough. Marsha is no stranger to
Fun Time Academy as she was a member of its
Board of Directors years ago when we were
located in trailers! We are delighted to have her
back, albeit temporarily, as she is a veteran
educator with over 40 years’ experience
teaching and managing school systems in her
home state of Massachusetts, as well as additional educational forays in Dubai and
Eastern Europe for the U.S. State Department.
Marsha splits her time between her home on Cape Cod (for quality time with
grandchildren) and Naples and is a longtime member of Greater Naples Leadership.
When the need arose for someone to temporarily ﬁll the Executive Director position,
she was contacted and accepted the challenge. As an early supporter of Fun Time
through her GNL contacts, she was a natural choice. Students and teachers alike
are delighted to have her there as she receives an enthusiastic “Good morning!” at
her daily classroom visits.
“I love to greet the kids each day,” she acknowledges, “Seeing these beautiful
children has lifted my spirits. It is a gift to be here and do this. I didn’t think I was the
right match, but the minute I walked in the door, I knew it was a perfect ﬁt.”
During her time at the school, Marsha will also be working on building
improvements, including plans for a new library to be named in honor of late Fun
Time supporter Peter Manion. By her estimation, however, the Fun Time program
itself couldn’t be better.

RSS

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

“In my opinion, we provide the very best academic and social programs in the area.
I want to keep that ship aﬂoat.”

Macy's Donates School Supplies to
Fun Time Academy
A huge thank you to Macy's for the donation of supplies to Fun Time
Academy. Macy’s generously provided us with zippered bags chock full of school
supplies for our VPK students. The gifts included notepads, pencils, erasers, and
other essential items.

Dr. Seuss Day
It’s ﬁlled with imagination and overﬂows with cheer. It’s the funnest fun day ever, and
it happens once a year!
What day could it be that’s so remarkable, you say? What day is so amusing and so
much fun in every way?
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It is, of course, the spectacular Dr. Seuss day!
This noteworthy day lands in March,
The day numbered 2.
It’s a day to celebrate
With joy for me and joy for you.
So wear a cat’s striped hat
And toot a colored bright kazoo.
And instead of opening presents,
Open a book or two!
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What a fantastic celebration for Fun Time Academy! With your incredible generosity,
our virtual 60th birthday party met its targets.
Thank you so much for your continued support of the school, its children, and our
ongoing mission to make quality childcare and pre-kindergarten education affordable
for the children of lower-income working families.
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